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20th Century Fox Studio restaurants 

23 November 2019 
 

In 1916, William Fox formed Fox Film Corporation. Fox Film bought 100 acres between 

Pico and San Monica Boulevards. In 1926 Fox purchased Movietone, a company that had 

successfully added sound to motion pictures. In October,1928 the new studio opened as 
Movietone City. In 1935 Fox Film merged with Twentieth Century Pictures, forming 

Twentieth Century Fox. 

In 1930 Cafe’ de Paris opened as part of the semi-permanent French restaurant set. 

The walls were decorated, by the studio’s scenic painters, with a series of murals 
featuring world capitals and Hollywood stars. Today this restaurant serves about 225 

lunches daily. 

In 1934, Syracuse China produced pattern #89501, which is listed in their sample book 

as “Fox Movietone City” with a September 1935 date. The ornament shown is a stylized 
woman in an oversize black and white checkerboard-pattern dress. The crest on this 

pattern is the 20th Century Fox trademark within a circle, with “Cafe’ De Paris”. 

A photograph by John Escobar, found on Pinterest, shows china with a rectangular crest 

along with a plate that has what appears to be a skyline border. 

By 1946 the lady in the checkerboard dress had made her exit from the china, and was 

replaced by a series of five black lines flanking the logo. 

By 1956 the number of black lines had been reduced to just one pin line flanking the 

logo. This version is shown in a 1956 photo of Marilyn Monroe and Josh Logan in the 

Commissary. This china was made by McNicol china. 

By 1960 the pin line was gone, leaving only the rim pin line and a thicker black line 

flanking the lower part of the logo. 

By 1976, the black circle logo was replaced with the trademark in red, within an arch. 

The rim and verge lines were now red. 

The next design change is a red rectangle crest flanked by red lines. This is on “Syralite” 

china which Syracuse introduced in 1964. Cups are the “American Shape” shown in the 
1970 Syracuse catalog (IDwiki - Syracuse). Some of these pieces have a second quarter 

1983 date code. A blue version was also made in 1983. 

Information sources. IDwiki- 1970 Syracuse catalog. Los Angeles Times, March 8, 2019 

article by Stacy Perman, Meg James, and Ryan Faughnder. Martinbull, website. Fox 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheRWCN/permalink/2549090475166865/
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Studios website. Greatclassics, website. eBay, WorthPoint, AOL image search, Google 

image search, Wikipedia. Pinterest. YouTube. 
 

 
 1938 aerial view of Twentieth Century Fox studios 

 

 
 Cafe’ De Paris interior with murals, as it appears today 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437044125943&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARC6Rq6pLw2-wA8UN7uDfCgQgxs8QI45uQas33TOVOGjW9EXlj5p_zYdn4EM4GSvfnvB860QXB5MqnFB
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437044125943&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARC6Rq6pLw2-wA8UN7uDfCgQgxs8QI45uQas33TOVOGjW9EXlj5p_zYdn4EM4GSvfnvB860QXB5MqnFB
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437164125931&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAg028fW6wrRKma8Zm_u6jtlZoi7_wnZ_VZaIbJph_lOlsLduZ32nZuT9jPZOfuROgBU6qZiefLe90c
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437164125931&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAg028fW6wrRKma8Zm_u6jtlZoi7_wnZ_VZaIbJph_lOlsLduZ32nZuT9jPZOfuROgBU6qZiefLe90c
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437304125917&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAIeQo0xlU7cbMN_JfL2VJ065cByibfhrcsdJHHzRwOzxFQKpFI2yVwouLW5AEHHiZ-_nbK8TFV-Ndk
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437044125943&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARC6Rq6pLw2-wA8UN7uDfCgQgxs8QI45uQas33TOVOGjW9EXlj5p_zYdn4EM4GSvfnvB860QXB5MqnFB
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437164125931&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAg028fW6wrRKma8Zm_u6jtlZoi7_wnZ_VZaIbJph_lOlsLduZ32nZuT9jPZOfuROgBU6qZiefLe90c
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Interior view (Los Angeles Times photograph) 

 

  
Studio map with commissary in building 57, near gate 5 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437304125917&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAIeQo0xlU7cbMN_JfL2VJ065cByibfhrcsdJHHzRwOzxFQKpFI2yVwouLW5AEHHiZ-_nbK8TFV-Ndk
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437304125917&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAIeQo0xlU7cbMN_JfL2VJ065cByibfhrcsdJHHzRwOzxFQKpFI2yVwouLW5AEHHiZ-_nbK8TFV-Ndk
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437397459241&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBv5RV7vEKeLygjNICpxEKiciHqOtukCCtT_TnfFnURNPypBZl4pvPgGe_qW5kc6LokTF2taI2wMuya
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437397459241&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBv5RV7vEKeLygjNICpxEKiciHqOtukCCtT_TnfFnURNPypBZl4pvPgGe_qW5kc6LokTF2taI2wMuya
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437397459241&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBv5RV7vEKeLygjNICpxEKiciHqOtukCCtT_TnfFnURNPypBZl4pvPgGe_qW5kc6LokTF2taI2wMuya
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437304125917&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAIeQo0xlU7cbMN_JfL2VJ065cByibfhrcsdJHHzRwOzxFQKpFI2yVwouLW5AEHHiZ-_nbK8TFV-Ndk
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Syracuse salesman’s sample book dated 1935  

 
 

  
 

Lady ornament as it appeared on the china  
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Fox trademark logo 
 

 
 

Plate with logo and two lady ornaments 
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Lady ornament plate backstamp for July, 1934 

 

 
Collection of early pieces by John Escobar (source: Pinterest) 
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Crest flanked by 5 pin lines 

 

 
Plate with five pin lines 
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1946 backstamp  

 

  
Cream with single pin line flanking crest 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437507459230&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARA17xlHSKrJezxP5W3BErbV5pXy1c4Fn97b3Ntu3_CYTddxZDC0eBQTlE4JnsmVFf_6f_CXvi2qXSe0
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=564437507459230&set=pcb.2549090475166865&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARA17xlHSKrJezxP5W3BErbV5pXy1c4Fn97b3Ntu3_CYTddxZDC0eBQTlE4JnsmVFf_6f_CXvi2qXSe0
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1956 photograph with Marilyn Monroe and Josh Logan and china on table 
 

 
McNicol cup and saucer 
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McNicol backstamp 
 

 
1960 crest with no pin line 
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5-inch Syracuse bowl 
 

 
1960 Syracuse backstamp 
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Revised crest used in 1976 
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Plate with red crest 

 

 
 

Syralite backstamp 
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Red rectangular crest on American Shape cup 
 
 

 
 

Cup and saucer with backstamp 
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1983 Syracuse backstamp 
 

 
Cup with blue version of crest 



 

 

 
16 

  

 
 

Some of the pieces in this service 
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Matchbook showing exterior of Cafe’ De Paris (source: martinbull.com) 
 

 
Shirley Temple at a birthday party at the 20th Century Fox Studio lot commissary -1930s 
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Fox Studio website – Commissary page  
https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/commissary.html 

https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/commissary.html


 

 

 
19 

  

 
 

Fox Studio website – Cafeteria 
https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/cafeteria.html 

https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/cafeteria.html
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Fox Studio website - Moe’s Cafe 
https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/moes_caf.html  

https://foxstudios-cms.foxfilm.com/food_services__special_events/moes_caf.html

