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Morris Gordon Company  

Boston, MA  
27 February 2021  

 

In  1887, Morris and Jennie Gordon founded a retail hardware business in Boston 
Massachusetts, which they named, Morris  Gordon Co. Over a period of about thirty years , 

the business transitioned  to a wholesale operation. In 1919 , Morris Gordon Co. issued a 

catalog of the wholesale hardware items they offered . At  that time , th eir operation was  in 
a five -story building at 83 -  101 North Street. Albert I. Gordon entered the business after 

completing service in the Navy during W orld War I.  
 
In 1921 the company name was changed to Morris Gordon & Son, Inc. Morris died in 1924, 

and Albert became the president. Albert expanded  the business  into the food service 

industry , selling  kitchen equipment installations. Around 1933 the company moved to 112 

Sudbury Street. When Albert Gordon died in 1953, his sons, Hugh and Morris II, moved 
into executive positions within Morris Gordon & Son, Inc.  

 
In 1955, Morris Gordon & Son, Inc. purchased the venerable Boston supply house, Jones, 

McDuffee & Stratton . Hugh became president of the J. M. & S division, while Morris became 
president of the Morris Gordon division.  

 
The Boston Rede velopment Authority, as part of an urban renewal plan for Bostonôs north 

End, forced the closure and ultimate demolition of the Morris Gordon and Son building on 
Sudbury Street. This was preceded by an auction of the contents that would not be moved 

to the new building at 221 ï 223 North Beacon Street in Brighton.  The new building opened 

in April, 1962.  
 

 

By 1972 both sections of the company became part of the Food Service Equipment & Design 

Corp.  In 1977 Morris Gordon & Son, Inc. was acquired by Rykoff -Sexton.  Morris Gordon 
II died February 6, 2013.  

 

Morris Gordon  Co.  is known to have been a distributor for  a number of well -known American 
china manufacturers, including  Carr  China, Jackson China, McNicol China and Sterling 

China. If ñ& Sons Incò is on  the backstamp , it  dates the china to 1921 and  later.  

 
Information resources :  Food Service Equipment Industry , I. S. Anoff , 1972;  Carol Cardona , 

Boston Hospital photo ;  Worthpoint. com;  www.cardcow.com ; eBay. com;  AOL; Google  

searches ;  Newspapers.com; Newspaperarchives. com;  RWCN IDwiki.  
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Albert I. Gordon  
Obituary March 24, 1953 

Boston Globe 
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Public notice for the auction. Notice the various American china manufacturerôs names! 
 

Boston Globe: Sunday March 18, 1962 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
4 

  

 
 

 
 

Article about the re-opening of Morris Gordon & Son in their new location  
 

Boston Globe:  Saturday April 14, 1962 
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Morris Gordon catalog supplement of mid -summer, 1919 
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October 4, 1922 Morris Gordon invoice 
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1929(?) Morris Gordon  & Son invoice 
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February 21, 1933 Morris Gordon & Son invoice 
 
 

 
 

Detail of 1973 kitchen plan by Morris Gordon & Son, for ñCaf® Escadrilleò in Burlington MA. 
This restaurant is still in operation, as of July 2022. 

https://www.cafeescadrille.com/  
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A help wanted ad seeking personnel for the soon to open, Café Escadrille. 
Boston Globe newspaper, October 7, 1973. 

 

 
 

https://www.cafeescadrille.com/our -story 
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Carr China Co. made crested pieces for the United States Armyôs 26th Division, 
known as the Yankee Division, formed from New England states National Guard units . 

Below is the shoulder patch of the 26th division 

Source:  https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn35190  
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The Jackson China patterns shown on Worthpoint .com  appear to be stock patterns, 
rather than custom orders.  

 

 
 

Jackson China stock design with Morris Gordon & Son backstamp 
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Jackson China stock design with Morris Gordon & Son back stamp 
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Jackson Chinaôs popular ñHummingbirdò stock pattern with the Morris Gordon & Son backstamp 
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McNicol China supplied many pieces  for customers of Morris Gordon. Most of the crests are 
one color transfers, but at least two customers, the Mount Washington Hotel, and Howard 

Johnsonôs, had decal crests. A number of the patterns are non-crested, and were probably 

stock patterns sold by Morris Gordon.  
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Originally f ounded in 1832, after numerous expansions, relocations and mergers,  
the Boston Lying in Hospital is  today part of the Brigham and Womenôs Hospital,  

a teaching affiliate of Harvard Medical School. 
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The ñHobomock Restaurant was located in Pembroke Centre Massachusetts 
 and is long since closed. 

 
For more, see https://rwcn -idwiki -2.restaurantwarecollectors.com/content/hobomock -restaurant-2/  
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The profile of Moses Brown, founder, the founding date  of 1784, and the school motto, are all part of 
this crest. This Quaker school is located in Providence, Rhode Island,  

and still operat es as one of the nationôs oldest K ï 12 preparatory schools. 
Source:  https://www.mosesbrown.org/  
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A 1960s postcard view of The Olde Board Restaurant is identical to the center image on the china, 
 including the three evergreen trees. 

 
 

 
 

Born Hersh Baraznik, Harry E. Burroughs was a Russian immigrant who worked as a newsboy in 
Boston. A 1914 graduate of Suffolk Law School, he founded the H. E. Burroughs Newsboys Foundation 
in 1927 to aid young working boys, and in 1936, he opened a summer camp for them at West Poland 
Maine.  In 1944, he wrote a book , ñBoys in menôs shoes: A world of working childrenò  available for 
reading at Hathitrust.org.   Burroughs died at age 56 in 1946, and his obituary notice appears  in the 
Boston Globe, December 19, 1946 on page 21. 
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Another restaurant image on china that essentially matches the 1960s postcard view of the building.  
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For more information , visit   
https://rwcn -idwiki -2.restaurantwarecollectors.com/content/poland -spring-house-2/  

A postcard (mailed in 1952) image of the impressive structure is below. 
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Hi -Hat Barbecue, in Boston MA, china by McNichol  
 

For more information, visit  
https://rwcn -idwiki -2.restaurantwarecollectors.com/content/hi -hat-barbecue-2/  
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